
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers, Intercession, & Thanksgiving 
Merciful God, your healing power is everywhere about us.  Strengthen those who work among the sick; give them 

courage and confidence in all they do.  Encourage them when their efforts seem futile or when death prevails.  

Increase their trust in your power even to overcome death and pain and crying.  May they be thankful for every 

sign of health you give, and humble before the mystery of your healing grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

We Pray for… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you know of people who should be added to our prayers, please contact Pastor Deb Valentine or Bridgett Connell  

First Members 

Richard Olesen 

Tom & Bea Osbahr 

Court & Darlene Roberts 

Jerry & Barb Sands 

Tom & Vickie Sands 

Concordia Members 

Brooke Anderson 

Dwight & Pam Anderson 

Steve & Peg Anderson; William, Grant, Miles 

Carolyn Alt 

Craig Bathke & Lisa Clausen 

Concordia Council Members 

President – Carolyn Alt 

Vice President - Hart Vollers 

Secretary – Judy Martindale 

Financial Secretary - Lee Johnson 

Financial Liaison – Dustin Thompson 

Projects - Trisha Reifenrath 

 

 

Council Members 

President - Rod Ketelsen 

Vice President - Paul Boyle 

Secretary - Vickie Sands 

Treasurer - Katie Olesen 

Financial Secretary - Chris Beach 

Events - Gloria Dowling 

 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 

Chris Wordekemper 

Taylor Johnson 

Those in Senior Living or Homebound 

Bonnie Kellogg (Homebound) 

Frieda Bowman (Hillcrest) 

Marlen & Suzie Johnson (Hillcrest) 

Ernie & Lyla Swanson (Brookdale) 

Marilyn Wallin (CountryView) 

 

 

 



From the Pastor’s Keyboard… 
 

 I have to admit, that I have been struggling with what to write for the April Parish Partyline. Easter is the most 
important Holy Day in the Christian Calendar. It is because of the events of that first Easter, that the church came to be.  
And the prospect of not being able to come together in person to remember the events of Holy Week is heartbreaking.   

 Jesus gathered with the disciples on Maundy Thursday to share the Passover meal with his disciples.  They 
relived the story of God bringing the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  They remembered each of the plagues that were 
brought upon Egypt.  And that they were protected from the final plague, the death of the first born son of humans and 
animals alike, by putting the blood of the lamb on the doorposts.  Then the angel of death passed over them. 

 We also will not be able to gather together on Good Friday.  John, in his gospel, reveals that Jesus is the Lamb 
of God.  His timeline differs from Matthew, Mark and Luke, stating that Jesus died at the time of preparation – when the 
lambs were slaughtered for the Passover feast. (According to John, the last meal Jesus shared with the disciples was 
the day before the feast.)  John’s gospel brings to light in a more dramatic way that because of Jesus’ death, we have 
been saved from death.  Jesus died once and for all.  We no longer need to sacrifice an animal to be saved from our 
sins, because Jesus died bearing the weight of all of our sins. 

 We also will not be able to gather together for Easter, to celebrate the joyful news.  "He is not here, He is risen."  
Jesus was raised from death, and because of that –everything is changed.  Jesus died for us.  Because He was raised 
into new life, we too, may know eternal life. 

 But Easter means more than that.  Easter shows us that God is a God of surprises.  God turns things upside 
down.  Into the most hopeless of situations, God comes.  On that first Easter, the disciples were filled with despair.  
Jesus was dead.  Everything that they had believed, everything that they had trusted, and everything that they had 
hoped had been destroyed when Jesus died on the cross.  The disciples had followed the Master for three years.  They 
must have thought that it was all in vain.  But then, on that first Easter morning, God raised Jesus from death--and 
everything changed!   

 Because of the importance of Holy Week, Bridgett and I are planning to record services for Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday, as well as Easter, to post on FaceBook.  The services will all take place at First, because Concordia 
does not have WIFI.  So even though we cannot physically get together, we will be able to be together in spirit.  If you 
are not on FaceBook, but have a DVD player, Bridgett can make DVDs.  Please let us know if you would like a DVD, 
and I can drop one off.  

 Let us be mindful of the need to take care of ourselves during this time of isolation.  This is a time of high anxiety, 
so I encourage all of us to spend time in prayer, bible study, reflection, meditation, exercise, or walking.  I have been 
reminded of the power of the Serenity Prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr, “God grant me the serenity to accept the things I 
cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”   I have also enjoyed 
listening to music – worship CDs and other favorites.  It helps to quiet my soul.   

 I have a request for each and every one of you.  During this time when we cannot get together in person, it is 
even more important that we reach out by making phone calls, writing notes or letters, and finding ways to keep in touch 
with church members, family, friends, neighbors, and people who the Lord brings to your mind.  Please, please, please, 
let me know of needs that you may have or that someone else may have.  In talking with my clergy colleagues (via my 
first Zoom meeting) we all believe that this may be a time when our churches find new ways to reach out to share the 
Good News of God’s love, not only to our members, and those we know, but to people we may not know and even to 
those who are unchurched. Over and over again, we have seen that God is able to bring good out of evil. I am trusting 
that God can use us to be the hands and feet of Jesus during the Coronavirus pandemic.  

 In the Easter event, God brought life out of death.  Because of Christ's resurrection, and because of God's power 
to bring about resurrection, in our life and in our death, we are Easter people.  We live in the knowledge that hope 
overcomes despair, joy comes out of sorrow, light shines out from the darkness, and new life comes out of death.  Let us 
live, then, as Easter people--as people who have experienced Christ's resurrection.  Let us live in the hope that is ours—
through the gift of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

Easter Blessings,  

Pastor Deb    



First Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all! 

First Lutheran Council met on March 3, 2020.  Present were Vickie Sands, Gloria Dowling, Katie 

Olesen, Chris Beach, Paul Boyle, Pastor Deb Valentine, and Bridgett Connell. 

Opening prayer led by Pastor Deb. 

Secretary’s report for February was read and approved. 

Financial reports were read, discussed, and approved. 

New officers were elected for 2020.  They are Rod Ketelsen-President, Gloria Dowling-Vice 

President and Events, Katie Olesen-Treasurer, Chris Beach-Financial Secretary, and Vickie Sands-

Secretary. 

Coffee/snacks for the two remaining Wednesday evening Lenten services was discussed. 

We will hold a “Basket Bingo” on March 29, 2020 from 4:00-5:00 P.M.   

A pay raise for our custodian was discussed and approved. 

Closing prayer. 

Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary  

Joint Council Meeting Highlights 

First Lutheran Council and Concordia Council met on March 3, 2020.  Present were Vickie Sands, 

Gloria Dowling, Katie Olesen, Chris Beach, Paul Boyle, Carolyn Alt, Hart Vollers, Lee Johnson, Judy 

Martindale, Pastor Deb Valentine, and Bridgett Connell. 

New officers were elected for joint council for 2020. They are Katie Olesen-President, Dustin 

Thompson-Vice President, and Vickie Sands-Secretary. 

Pastor’s report was read and discussed.   

Because of the Corona Virus threat, there will be hand sanitizers put in both churches and we will 

do fist bumps instead of handshakes when sharing the peace. 

Pastor was given permission to post flyers about census jobs. 

There was a motion made by Vickie S., seconded by Chris B., to go back to having individual 

council meetings again and just meet quarterly as a joint council.  (December, March, June, and 

September) Motion approved. 

It was also decided that Bridgett C. did not need to attend all of the council meetings. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Joint Council Secretary  



Concordia Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

Meeting was held at First Lutheran on March 2 at 6:30 pm. Pastor Deb, Carolyn Alt, Judy Martindale, Hart 

Vollers and Lee Johnson were in attendance.  Bridgett Connell and Peg Anderson also were present. 

Reports were presented and approved.  Pastor’s report was given during the Joint Council Meeting. 

Old Business: 

• No updates from Call Committee 

• Bank accounts being moved from Wayne to Laurel are in progress. 

• Mentor program needs a coordinator. We are asking for a volunteer to take over. 

• Membership update continues. 

New Business: 

• Council Members installation will be March 15th during worship. 

• Annual property committee walk through of church property will be scheduled soon. 

• Inserts will no longer be placed in all bulletins. Will be in pews or distributed by ushers. 

• 2020 goals were discussed and draft version was made and waiting for approval by next meeting. 

• The Concordia Council will be changing their meeting date from first Mondays and will no longer be 

a combined meeting night with FLC.  Joint meetings will return to a quarterly basis. 

Meeting was adjourned and Carolyn closed with prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Judy Martindale 

Secretary 

  



NEWSLETTER DEADLINE April 20th 

Email it to secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

Support the Allen Backpack Program   

Keep saving your HyVee receipts!  

 

April HOPE Circle meeting has been CANCELED 

Ministry Opportunities 

 
   

  

 

 
 
 
 
    

 

Our tentative plans are to record services and put 

them onto Facebook.  If you don’t have 

Facebook and would like a DVD of the service  

contact Bridgett or Pastor Deb. 

April 1st 7:00 p.m. at CLC 

April 9th (Maundy Thursday) 7:00 p.m. at FLC 

April 10th (Good Friday) 7:00 p.m. at CLC 

April 12th 7:30 a.m. (Sunrise Service) at CLC 

10:15 a.m. (Easter Service) at FLC 

       

FLC WELCA  April 8th cancelled 

Stay tuned for upcoming updates.   

Volunteer Opportunity. 
CLC is seeking a volunteer coordinator for our youth 

mentoring program.  Revised mentoring program 
guidelines for both mentors and mentees will be 

developed by the coordinator, a member of council, 
and pastor.  Contact Carolyn Alt if interested.  584-2731 

(home) or 303-224-9731 (cell) 
 

CLC College Care Packages. 
We will not collect items for college boxes as our 
students are not on campus due to the COVID-19 

restrictions.   Please pray for our six college students, 
Cory P. , Izac R., Kate A., Katie B., Shelby K. and Will A. 
as this change to their school routine,  including finals 

online, could be difficult.  Our church will send each 
student an encouraging card and possibly a gift card 

of some kind.  If you’d like to contribute to the cost of 
the cards, please contact Trisha R. 

 

Because of our worship schedule being 

unknown due to COVID 19 the helpers and 

schedule for April are not listed in this 

newsletter.  Please refer to your yearbook if 

services are able to resume. 

Looking through one of the hymnals on my shelf, 
I found the words to this song.  I share them 

with you because they speak a great truth, as 
well as the meaning of Easter.  – Pastor Deb 

I Believe in a Hill Called Mount Calvary 

There are things, as we travel this earth's shifting 
sands, 
That transcend all the reason of man; 
But the things that matter the most in this world, 
They can never be held in our hand. 

I believe that the Christ who was slain on that cross 

Has the power to change lives today; 
For He changed me completely—a new life is 
mine, 
That is why by the cross I will stay. 
 

I believe that this life with its great mysteries 

Surely someday will come to an end; 
But faith will conquer the darkness and 
death, 
And will lead me at last to my Friend. 
I believe in a hill called Mount Calvary 

I'll believe whatever the cost; 
And when time has surrendered and earth is no 
more, 
I'll still cling to that old rugged cross. 

(William J. and Gloria Gaither and Dale Oldham) 

 



 

PRAY WITH LUTHERAN WOMEN ACROSS THE CHURCH EVERY TUESDAY AT NOON. 

You know the language of our Purpose Statement.  It begins with acknowledging that we are a community of 

women. As we live into this new reality of a pandemic, efforts to reduce physical community contacts abound (also 

known as “community mitigation strategies”), and for good reason. But thanks to our faith grounding and modern 

communication methods, we can remain in community even as we practice physical (social) distancing, for we know 

that there is no social distancing in God’s love and grace. 

You are invited to join Lutheran women across the church every Tuesday at noon (in your time zone) in prayer. Use 

the simple approach offered here, reflecting on God’s word, offering prayers and reflecting on your self-care and the 

care of others. 

We will pray in community through this pandemic, resting sure in the knowledge that “neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). 

Also, access these free prayer resources:  https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/pray-with-lutheran-women-

across-the-church-every-tuesday-at-noon 

A call to prayer in the time of a pandemic 

This is a call to prayer, to be practiced every Tuesday at noon, in your time zone. (Use it daily, if you wish.)  

Read: Romans 8:38-39For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Pray: follow each petition by naming specific individuals or needs; add additional petitions as needed 

For those who are ill 

For those with little access to healthcare 

For healthcare workers 

For those who feel isolated 

For those who are in unsafe places 

For those who are anxious or worried 

For leaders facing difficult decisions 

For those who continue to work in challenging settings 

For those driven by greed or careless disregard 

Reflect: Reflect on these questions. You may even be inspired to journal daily with these questions. Consider our 

resource Journaling: Create your own sacred writings. Jesus calls us to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 

22:39). How are you loving yourself today? What is your self-care strategy? How are you loving your neighbor 

today? For we will rejoice always, pray without ceasing and give thanks in all circumstances. 

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

Spring Gatherings 2020 are Cancelled due to the Coronavirus. 
Spring Gathering Committees are, however; working on having Autumn Gatherings – perhaps in August or 

September.  The Spring Gathering form can be used for the Autumn Gathering as well.  The Gathering for NE will 

still be held at Salem Lutheran in Dakota City.  Just don’t have a date yet.   – Robin Williams 

 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/pray-with-lutheran-women-across-the-church-every-tuesday-at-noon
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/pray-with-lutheran-women-across-the-church-every-tuesday-at-noon


Celebrations, Encouragement, & Humor 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact Info 

Pastor Deb Valentine 

pastoratcandf@gmail.com 

(402) 300-0306 

 

Secretary: Bridgett Connell 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

(402) 841-3110 

  

First Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.firstlutheranallen.com 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church,  ELCA~Allen, NE 

  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.concordialutheranelca.com    

Facebook:  Concordia Lutheran Church, ELCA 

  

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

First 
4/3 Nancy Ellis 

4/3 Dale & Barb Strivens 

4/3 Duane & Barb Lund 

4/7 Loren & Betty Carr 

4/7 Barb Ketelsen 

4/8 Chris & Jaclyn Beach 

4/15 Mackenzey Connell 

4/15 Skyler Hammerstrom 

4/19 Jerry & Donna Schroeder 

4/24 Richard Olesen 

4/25 Dwight & Ronnie Gotch 

4/26 Heidi Keil 

 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

Concordia 
4/6 Dustin Thompson 

4/18 Peg Anderson 

4/24 Steve & Peg Anderson 

4/25 Elaine Lubberstedt 

4/30 Mitchell Fischer 

 

 

 
“HAVE I NOT COMMANDED YOU? BE 

STRONG AND COURAGEOUS.  DO 

NOT BE AFRAID; DO NOT BE 

DISCOURAGED, FOR THE LORD  

YOUR GOD WILL BE WITH YOU  

WHEREVER YOU GO.” 


