
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers, Intercession, & Thanksgiving 
O God, Give us grace to set a good example to all among whom we live, to be just and true in all our dealings, to be 

strict and conscientious in the discharge of every duty; pure and temperate in all enjoyment, gracious and generous 

and courteous toward all; so that the mind of Jesus Christ may be formed in us and all may know that we are his 

disciples; in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

We Pray for… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you know of people who should be added to our prayers, 

please contact Pastor Christine Hjelmstad or Bridgett Connell 

 

First Members 

Verlan & Vicky Hingst 

Doris Jeffrey 

Ruth Johnson 

Henry & Clarice Johnson 

Jarrod & Nicole Johnson; Kristina Hogue, 

Andrew Hogue, Leah & Samual 

 

Concordia Members 

Rick Peterson & family 

Trisha & Rusty  Reifenrath; Shelby Krie, Izac 

Grant & Brandi Settje; Kolten, Taelynn, Ryker 

Tamara Sterling; TaeKayah 

Ernie & Lyla Swanson 

 

Concordia Council Members 

President - Grant Settje 

Vice President - Hart Vollers 

Secretary - Dawn Addison-Corbit 

Financial Secretary - Lee Johnson 

Financial Liaison - Peter Brummels 

Projects - Trisha Reifenrath 

 

 

First Council Members 

President – Richie Monteith 

Vice President – Paul Boyle 

Secretary – Vickie Sands 

Financial Secretary – Denise Hingst 

Treasurer- Chris Beach 

Events – Gloria Dowling 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 

Chris Wordekemper 

 

Those in Nursing Homes or Homebound 

Bonnie Kellogg (Homebound) 

Evonne Magnuson (Hillcrest) 

Frieda Bowman (Hillcrest) 

Marlen & Suzie Johnson (Hillcrest) 

 



First Council Meeting Highlights 
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all. 

 
Highlights from First Lutheran Council Meeting on Feb. 6, 2019  

First Lutheran Council met on February 6, 2019.  Present were Pastor Chris Hjelmstad, Vickie Sands, 

Richie Monteith, Paul Boyle, Chris Beach, Denise Hingst, and Bridgett Connell. 

 

Council expressed thanks to the outgoing council members, Katie Olesen and Greg Carr. 

 

Officers for 2019 are President-Richie Montieth, Vice President-Paul Boyle, Secretary-Vickie Sands, 

Events-Gloria Dowling, Financial Secretary-Denise Hingst, and Treasurer-Chris Beach. 
 

Old business:  A price was quoted for the new glass for the entrance doors and the window in the 

entryway. 

New business: Locks for the stalls in the women’s restroom, a small shampooer for cleaning up spots on 

the carpet, and council goals for the year were discussed. There will also be a potluck soup, bread, and 

dessert supper at 6:00 prior to each 7:00 Lenten service at First. The first supper and service at First 

Lutheran will be on March 13. 

Upcoming Events: 

• The annual soup supper will be February 24, 2019 from 4:30-7:00 

 

Closing prayer  

Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary  

 

 

  



Concordia Council Meeting Highlights 
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

 

The Concordia Council met February 6, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the Concordia Lutheran basement.  Present were Pastor 

Chris, Dawn Addison-Corbit, Trisha Reifenrath, Grant Settje, Peter Brummels, Lee Johnson, Hart Vollers.  

Pastor’s report was reviewed followed by Trish opening with a devotion. 

Last month’s minutes were approved along with the income report. 

Old Business discussion consisted Mary Vollers taking over the prayer cards, Bridgett Connell is Concordia’s new 

secretary.   The only item left to complete the parsonage kitchen are the cabinet doors. 

New Business discussion included reviewing the 2019 goals, looking into the rough cost of a power point screen for 

services, mentor activities, sanctuary piano, and Lenten service meals.  Other discussion consisted of Lenten services 

offering. 

Council retreat is March 2nd.  Peter will lead services February 17. 

The meeting was adjourned by consensus followed by Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dawn Addison-Corbit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First 2019 Annual Minutes 
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all. 

 

January 20, 2019 

Richie Monteith, called the Ministry Celebration to order. 

Pastor Chris Hjelmstad led the opening prayer. 

The minutes for the 2018 celebration were available for review. 

Congregation was giving time to read Pastor’s Reports; Letter to the Congregation and review the Statistical Report 

from 2018. Note: Average attendance for 2018 was 38 

The council highlights from 2018 were covered. 

The Women of the ELCA report was available for review. 

Backpack program report for 2018 was available for review and discussed. Bridget Connell reported that the number 

of children using the program has increased year to year. 

Financial reports were reviewed: 

• Audit Committee approved financial reports 

• Treasurer Report was read by Katie Olesen. Katie also gave her Story of Mission on the Dixon County Food 

Pantry 

• Financial Secretary Report was read by Denise Hingst. Denise gave her Story of Mission on the Annual Soup 

Supper. 

Old Business: 

• No old business to discuss. 

New Business: 

• Richie Monteith reviewed the 2019 Ministry Support Plan (Budget). 

• It was council’s recommendation that the 2019 Ministry Support plan gets approved. 

•  Motion was made by Lyle Carlson to approve the proposed budget, 2nd by Jason Olesen. The congregation 

approved the budget 

Greg Carr gave his Story of Mission about Haven House and read a “Thank You” First Lutheran recently received 

from them. 

Paul Boyle gave his Story of Mission about the Farmers Market and Bake Sale. 

Elections: 

• Council: Chris Beach and Gloria Dowling were elected to council 

• Audit Committee: Tina Monteith 

• Synod Assembly: Still need people to attend 

Richard Olesen made a motion to adjourn, 2nd by Tina Monteith 

Pastor Chris led in a closing prayer. 



Concordia 2019 Annual Minutes 
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

30 members present.                                                                                                                                                1/27/18 

The meeting was called to order by Grant Settje and Pastor opened with prayer.  Thankyous went out to the outgoing 

council, Peg Lutt and Lynette Krie for their time served on council.  Hart Vollers and Lee Johnson were welcomed to 

council. 

Trisha Reifenrath and Mary Vollers were nominated for the audit committee.  A motion to cease nominations was 

made by Doug Krie with a second by Lee Johnson.  All in favor. 

Peg Lutt made a motion for the current nominations of synod assembly delegates, head usher and memorial 

committee to stand with a second by Trisha Reifenrath.  All in favor. 

Ballots for the elections were presented to the congregation. 

Pastor’s report was reviewed.  A correction is made on page 8 (Statistical Report) of the annual report where one (1) 

member by transfer was received.   Doug Krie made a motion to approve the council report with a second by Mike 

Johnson.  All in favor.   

Organization reports were reviewed with a motion by Mary Vollers and a second by Tamara Sterling to approve.  All 

in favor.   

Financial reports reviewed.  On page 19 the CD# 23460 should be listed on page 18.  The correction on page 19 

should be CD#18161 with total account balances under 2018 = $65, 187.37 and 2017 = $64, 612.98.   On page 21 

there is a double entry, “Propane Church”.   The total dollar amount is correct, however.  Lynette Krie made a motion 

to purchase a new stove for the parsonage kitchen with a second by Steve Anderson.  Pastor will shop and come back 

with options.  All approved.   

Old Business:  A list was sent around the congregation to update e-mail addresses and phone numbers.  There has 

been no update from the refugee who visited our congregation. 

New Business:  Pastor read three Reconciliation in Christ welcoming statements.   Two will be voted on in the future 

at a special vote meeting.  Jade Addison will be speaking after worship March 10th regarding growing up in our 

congregation as a member of the LGBTQ community.   

Concordia won the food challenge this year.  There is a possibility of the food pantry being open specific days and 

hours for people to take advantage of this opportunity/service for our community. 

Results of the elections were announced.  Confirmands, Delaney Johnson, Joe Grone and Kolton Fischer tallied the 

votes.  Elected were: 

Head Usher:  Terry Lutt 

Audit Committee:  Trisha Reifenrath 

Synod Assembly Delegates:  Carolyn Alt and Georgia Addison 

Memorial Committee:  Andrea Johnson 

Mary Vollers made a motion for the proposed 2019 budget to be approved with a second by Warren Hanson.  All in 

favor.   

Peg Lutt made a motion with a second by Georgia Addison that the 2019 annual meeting minutes be approved at the 

February meeting of the church council.   All in favor. 

Mary Vollers made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second by Carolyn Alt.  All in favor.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Addison-Corbit 



From Pastor Chris’ Desk… 
 

 
I had never been able to go on a mission trip until this 

February.  Lyle Carlson and I represented First and 

Concordia on the Nebraska Synod Adult Mission trip to 

Houston and it was a wonderful experience!  If you’ve never 

had the opportunity to go on a mission trip, I highly 

recommend that you find the time and go.  If you’ve never 

had the desire to go on a mission trip, I urge you to step out 

of your comfort zone and jump in!  We worked with and for 

some very remarkable people!   

At the end of our time in Houston someone mentioned that we can list all the things that we do on a 

mission trip, but that does not really capture what happens.  Scraping and painting and replacing 

windows and doors and damaged siding doesn’t sound like something I would typically want to drive over 

1,000 miles (one way!) to do.  But scraping and painting and replacing damaged parts of a home is just 

things we do, it is not the full experience. 

Words fail to capture what the Holy Spirit is doing through scraping and painting and repairing.  Words fail 

to capture what the Holy Spirit is doing through the homeowners, their families, and their neighbors.  Words 

fail to capture the Holy Spirit’s work in random people you meet in a restaurant or gas station or an inner-

city mission or who you see on the street.  Making a house look like a lovely home is a good thing, but 

really it is an opportunity to have conversations and meals and prayer together with God’s children we 

would not otherwise likely have the chance to encounter.  Making a house look like a lovely home is also 

the chance to see how people in other communities and cultures experience life and God and suffering 

and healing, and to accompany them for a time.  After returning to our own lives and culture, suffering 

and healing, our prayers for our brothers and sisters will continue.  Thanks be to God for this opportunity! 

Blessings!  Pastor Chris 

        

                             

  (Lyle Carlson putting on some new paint)                            (Team 1 with homeowner Sharon and family) 
 

 

 



Worship Helpers & Celebrations 
 

 First Helpers Concordia Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters Scott & Jean Morgan Dustin Thompson & Grant Settje 

Acolytes 3/3  Keiziah Connell 

3/10  Keiziah Connell 

3/13  Keiziah Connell 

3/17  Keiziah Connell 

3/24  Keiziah Connell 

3/27  Keiziah Connell 

3/31  Keiziah Connell 

3/3  Kolton Fischer 

3/6  Joe Grone 

3/10  Cade Johnson 

3/17  Toni Thompson 

3/20  Clara Brummels 

3/24  Harper Bruning 

3/31  Bella Hjelmstad 

Lay Readers Bridgett Connell Judy Martindale 

Communion Steward Bridgett Connell Dawn Addison 

Altar Guild Jerry & Donna Schroeder Judy Martindale 

Altar Flowers  Season of Lent 

Coffee after Service 3/3  Barb Lund 

3/10  Tina Boyle 

3/17  Bridgett Connell 

3/24  Henry & Clarice Johnson 

3/31  Jean & Scott Morgan 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

Concordia 
3/2  Trish Reifenrath 

3/3  Pam Anderson 

3/3  Turner Thompson 

3/4  Hart & Mary Vollers 

3/5  Audra Corbit 

3/5  Jayson Wayman 

3/7  Jason Fischer 

3/10  Peter & Crystal Brummels 

3/20  Amanda Fischer 

3/22  Will Anderson 

3/22  Dustin & Alissa Thompson 

3/25  Keith & Fern Erickson 

3/25  Grant & Brandi  Settje 

 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

First 
2/7  Wendi Hammerstrom 

2/11  Cole Monteith 

2/13  Scott Morgan 

2/14  Bernard Keil 

2/20  Isaac Verzani 

2/21  Steve Sullivan III 

2/25  Jordyn Carr 

2/27  Paul & Colleen Boyle 

 



Ministry Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

Ministry Opportunities 

 
Ministry Opportunities 
Ministry Opportunities 

Adopt-A-Soldier Ministry  

Concordia Lutheran Church will continue to support our soldiers 

with our Adopt-A-Soldier care packages. Boxes are located on the 

small table in the narthex. Please feel free to add any items you 

would like to share. Snacks, game items, nuts, are all terrific items. 

Our members have been so wonderful at filling up boxes with such 

creative and unique supplies, please continue to be creative!! 

These care packages are a terrific reminder to our soldiers that we 

are thinking about them while they are away from their family and 

friends. Let’s continue to shower them with cards, care packages 

and PRAYERS!! During the year we will still be shipping out a 

care package once a month.  

 

Sgt. Chris Wordekamper 

CMR 388 

Box 2077 

APO, AP 96208 
  

 

Upcoming Events 

Catechism Class 
No classes during Lent 

 

Joint Council Retreat 
March 2 at 10a.m. – 3 p.m.  in 

Wayne.   Joint Council to follow 

at FLC. 

 

The Hope Circle 
March 7 at 2 p.m. at Hillcrest  

Mission: Wheel of Faith -Peg Lutt                          

Hostess: Lyla Swanson 

 

WELCA at First Lutheran 
March 13 at 1:30 p.m.           

Jean will be doing the lesson.  

The hostess will be Barb Lund. 

 

Mary, Martha, Moscato 
March 25 at 6 p.m. at the 

parsonage.  Chapter 5 of 

Inspired will be discussed.     

Thank you to Peg L. for   

providing snacks and wine! 

 

Sunday, March 10th
  

Concordia is very pleased to have  

Jade Addison speak after worship about her experiences growing 

up in the church.  Jade’s feeling of welcome and acceptance at 

Concordia are what have prompted our journey into Reconciling in 

Christ.  All are welcome!! 

 

Winter Weather Reminder:  

If the school district is closed in the town of the 

congregation having weekday activities, church 

activities will also automatically be cancelled (even if it 

is sunny and clear at the time of the scheduled event).   

For late day weather impacts, weekend activities, and 

worship the Council Presidents and Pastor will decide 

whether to cancel and we will get the word out.   

Be safe out there this winter!   

  

 

Help reduce our printing costs!   
Access the monthly newsletter, The Parish Partyline, via each 

church's website.  If you would like to continue to receive a paper 

copy, please email Bridgett at sectretaryatcf@gmail.com or print 

your name on the sign up sheet provided at each church. 



Lenten Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesday evening services during Lent will alternate between First & Concordia 

 

* March 6, Ash Wednesday Service will be at Concordia Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. 

 

* March 13 at First Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. 

   Lenten Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. 

 

* March 20 at Concordia Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. 

   Lenten Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. 

 

* March 27 at First Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. 

   Lenten Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. 

 

* April 3 at Concordia Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. 

   Lenten Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. 

 

* April 10 at First Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. 

   Lenten Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. 

 

* April 18, Maundy Thursday at Concordia Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. 

 

* April 19, Good Friday at First Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m.  

 

* April 21, Easter Sunrise Service will be at Concordia Lutheran Church at 6:30 a.m. 

 

* April 21, Easter Celebration Services will be at regular times for both churches.   

 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Lenten Soup Suppers 

Bring a Soup, Bread, and/or Dessert to 

share.  Join us even if you are unable to 

bring something. 

In the spirit of Lent and being green for 

the health of the earth you are encouraged 

to bring your own table service (bowls, 

silverware, plates, and cups) for suppers at 

both churches. 

Trish Reifenrath is coordinating CLC 

Soup Supper.  Contact her at 375-0938. 

Gloria Dowling is coordinating FLC Soup 

Supper. Contact her at (712) 301-5734. 

 



Humor & Thank Yous 
  

 

Thank you to all who donated money and time to the Parsonage Kitchen Remodel project!  BIG THANKS to Warren 

and Hart for your extra generous gift of your time and skills as well as Randall, Zach, Grant, Mike, Danita, and Eric.  

It looks and functions beautifully!  Still waiting for the finishing touches to arrive, so watch for announcement on the 

Open House for all to see!  - Pastor Chris and family 

 

Comedy Corner…. 

 
christianfunnypictures.com 

Contact Info 

Pastor Chris Hjelmstad 

pastorchrishj@gmail.com 

(402) 369-4779 

 

Secretary: Bridgett Connell 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

(402) 841-3110 
  

First Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.firstlutheranallen.com 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church,  ELCA~Allen, NE 

  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.concordialutheranelca.com    

Facebook:  Concordia Lutheran Church, ELCA 

  


