
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers, Intercession, & Thanksgiving 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus you Son.  Look with compassion on the 

whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred that infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; 

unite us in bonds of love; and, through our struggle and confusion, work to accomplish your purposes on earth; so 

that, in your good time, every people and nation may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

We Pray for… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you know of people who should be added to our prayers, please contact Pastor Deb Valentine or Bridgett Connell  

First Members 

Matt & Denise Hingst; Briana, Reed 

Verlan & Vicky Hingst 

Henry & Clarice Johnson 

Jay & Shelly Jones; Lindsey, Brogan 

Faith Keil 

Concordia Members 

Steve & Judy Martindale 

Jim & Doris Nelson 

Don Pearson 

Rick & Donna Peterson; Holli, Cory 

Grand & Brandi Settje; Kolten, Taelynn, Ryker 

Concordia Council Members 

President - Grant Settje 

Vice President - Hart Vollers 

Secretary - Dawn Addison-Corbit 

Financial Secretary - Lee Johnson 

Financial Liaison – Dustin Thompson 

Projects - Trisha Reifenrath 

 

 

First Council Members 

President – Richie Monteith 

Vice President – Paul Boyle 

Secretary – Vickie Sands 

Financial Secretary – Denise Hingst 

Treasurer- Chris Beach 

Events – Gloria Dowling 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 

Chris Wordekemper 

Taylor Johnson 

Those in Nursing Homes or Homebound 

Bonnie Kellogg (Homebound) 

Frieda Bowman (Hillcrest) 

Marlen & Suzie Johnson (Hillcrest) 

Ernie & Lyla Swanson (Brookdale) 

 

 

 



Worship Helpers & Celebrations 

 
 First Helpers Concordia Helpers 

Ushers & Greeters Greg & Ann Carr Hart Vollers & Steve Martindale 

Acolytes 1/5 Landon Monteith 

1/12 

1/19 Tristan Connell 

1/26 Tristan Connell 

1/5 Toni Thompson 

1/12 Harper Bruning 

1/19 T’Kayeh Sterling 

1/26 Mitchell Fischer 

Lay Readers Carr Family Peg Lutt 

Communion Steward Barb Sands Danita Hanson 

Altar Guild Jean Morgan & Bea Osbahr Carolyn Alt 

Altar Flowers  Peg Lutt 

Coffee after Service 1/5 Tina Boyle 

1/12 

1/19 Jerry & Donna Shroeder 

1/26 Karen Claussen-Smith 

 

 

 
 

  

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

Concordia 
1/3 Leila Fischer 

1/5 Cris Bathke 

1/8 Katie Bathke 

1/8 Jim & Doris Nelson 

1/9 Lyla Swanson 

1/11 Toni Thompson 

1/13 Peg Lutt 

1/15 Joyce Johnson 

1/17 Katie Tucker 

1/19 Ryker Settje 

1/22 Presten Wayman 

1/25 Kolton Fischer 

1/28 Richard Fischer 

1/29 Melvin Vanderheiden 

1/31 Valerie Hangman 

 

 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

First 
1/1 Darlene Roberts 

1/11 Nick Tramp 

1/13 Hunter Connell 

1/16 Barb Sands 

1/24 Richie Monteith 

1/30 Katie Olesen 

 



From the Pastor’s Keyboard… 
 

By the time that we read this newsletter, most of our Christmas celebrations will have come to an end.  Yet we can, and 

should, carry Christmas in our heart.  I would like to share a poem with you that speaks a word to us in this Post-Christmas season.   

  The Work Of Christmas 
                                                                          By Howard Thurman 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone,  

When the kings and princes are home,  

When the shepherds are back with their flock,  

The work of Christmas begins: 

      to find the lost, 

     to heal the broken, 

      to feed the hungry, 

            to release the prisoner, 

   to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among brothers, 

to make music in the heart. 

 The end of the year is often a time of reflection and self-examination.  We think of things about ourselves that we would like 

to change, goals we would like to achieve, and we often make New Year’s resolutions.  Rather than making a long list of resolutions, I 

recommend making only one or two.  What changes do you most want to make in the coming year?  Do you want to deepen your 

spiritual life?  Begin an exercise program to get in better shape?  Lose weight?  Give up a bad habit, such as gossiping, procrastination, 

smoking or drinking?  I would suggest that you spend time in prayer as you decide whether to make any New Year’s resolutions.  Ask 

God to guide you in your choice, and to strengthen you as you make the desired change.  The secret to making and keeping New 

Year’s resolutions is to make small changes that you will be able to continue.  Some small changes in behavior can bring about a lot of 

change and growth over time. 

If you want to deepen your spiritual life, you could resolve to spend 15-30 minutes a day in Bible study and/or prayer.   It is 

helpful to pray before reading the bible, asking God to reveal the word that He has for you.  Many devotional Bibles are available that 

divide the Bible into readings for each day of the year, so that the entire Bible will be read over the course of the year.  There are many 

versions, but I prefer ones that include a reading from the Old Testament, Psalms, Proverbs, and New Testament for each day.  This 

makes it much easier to get through some of the difficult passages in the Old Testament. Audio Bibles are also available, so that you 

can listen to the Word of God.  I love the Word of Promise audio Bible, (on CD, Audible, and MP3) which is a dramatized audio 

Bible, in the New King James Version.  More than 600 actors are involved in bringing the story to life.  I am looking forward to 

listening to (as well as reading) the Bible this year.   

My prayer for each of us as we begin this New Year is that our lives will be rich and meaningful, and that we will experience the peace 

and joy of Christ in our lives.  I would like to lift up the prayer of St Francis of Assisi for the New Year… 

      Lord make me an instrument of your peace. 

          Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

          where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope;  

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, Grant that I may so not seek to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. 

Amen. 

Blessings and Peace,   

Pastor Deb  



First Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all! 

 

First Lutheran Council met on December 2, 2019.  Present were Vickie Sands, Gloria Dowling, Richie Montieth, 

Denise Hingst, Chris Beach, Pastor Deb, Bridgett Connell, and Katie Olesen. 
 

Devotions by Gloria D. 

Pastor’s report was read and discussed.  

Financial reports were discussed and approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

The ministry site profile is turned in.  

We discussed the possibility of doing something different for the Fall Festival, due to low turn-out. 

Adopt a Child-Haven House – items due by December 15.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Discussed Pastor Deb attending the synod opportunity, “How Then Will I Lead” at Camp Carol Joy Holling.  

Discussed the need for updates for the church record keeping software, Power Church. 

Attendance sheets will be in the bulletins again. 

We set the budget for 2020.  Council approved, but it will be presented to the congregation at the annual meeting in 

January for final approval. 

Closing prayer. 

Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary  

 

Next council meeting is on January 6, 2020 at First.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Concordia Lutheran Council Meeting Highlights  
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

The Concordia Council met Sunday December 8, 2019 following church service at Concordia Lutheran. Present were 

Pastor Deb, Grant Settje, Hart Vollers, Lee Johnson, Dustin Thompson, Trisha Reifenrath and Dawn Addison-Corbit.    

Grant called the meeting to order.   

All reports were reviewed and approved.   

Old Business included continued discussion on the furnace, west parking lot lighting, call committee, the Christmas 

program and caroling, the open custodial and treasurer positions and the updated sign in front of the church. 

New Business included discussion of Christmas Eve ads in the papers, Thanksgiving offering, Synod, “How Then 

Will I Lead?”, Telling Our Story for the call process, review of the budget, 2020 Youth Mission trip, extending the 

food challenge deadline, the annual report deadline, sending anonymous gift cards to families/individuals in need and 

rearrangement of the west pews. 

A motion was made to adjourn by consensus.   

Next council meeting will be January 6th at FLC.  Council will meet at 6:30 p.m. with joint council to follow.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Addison-Corbit 

 

Concordia Lutheran Special Meeting  
 

December 8, 2019 

A special meeting was held to vote on 2 new council members for a 3-year term.   

Grant called the meeting to order. 

Peg Lutt presented the ballot of nominees to be voted to council.  The nominees included Carolyn Alt, Judy 

Martindale and Josh Grone.  The floor was opened to nominations in which there were none.  Nominations were 

ceased.   

Ballots were handed out by ushers Warren and Terry.  The ballots were collected and counted by both said ushers and 

Trish. 

The two new council members voted in for a 3-year term are Carolyn and Judy. 

The meeting was adjourned by Grant.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Addison-Corbit 

 

 



Adopt-A-Soldier Ministry  
Concordia Lutheran Church will continue to support our 

soldiers with our Adopt-A-Soldier care packages. Boxes are 

located on the small table in the narthex. Please feel free to add 

any items you would like to share. Snacks, game items, nuts, 

are all terrific items. Our members have been so wonderful at 

filling up boxes with such creative and unique supplies, please 

continue to be creative!! These care packages are a terrific 

reminder to our soldiers that we are thinking about them while 

they are away from their family and friends. Let’s continue to 

shower them with cards, care packages and PRAYERS!! 

During the year we will still be shipping out a care package 

once a month.                                                                  
                                                                CTR2 Taylor Johnson 

Sgt. Christopher Wordekemper              USS Lassen DDG82 

53 Barclay Place Court Apr D3              Unit 100190, Box 1221 

Charlottesville, VA    22901                   FPO, AA 34091 

 

  

 

Ministry Opportunities 

 
   

 

 

   

Upcoming Events 

Council Meeting at FLC 
January 6th CLC 6:30 p.m. 

Joint 7:00 p.m.   FLC 7:30 p.m 

Confirmation Class at CLC 
January 8th 7:00-8:15 p.m.  

FLC WELCA 
January 8th at 1:30 p.m. 

Confirmation Class at CLC 
January 15th 7:00-8:15 p.m.  

FLC Ministry Celebration 
January 19th following Worship 

Confirmation Class at CLC 
January 22nd  7:00-8:15 p.m.  

CLC – Ministry Celebration 
January 26th following Worship 

Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

Newsletter Deadline 
January 27th  

Confirmation Class at CLC 
January 29th  7:00-8:15 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry Challenge 
The winner of the 

“Soup Can Trophy” 

is 

First Lutheran Church donated 536 lbs. 

Concordia Lutheran Church donated 497 lbs. 

 



Ministry Opportunities 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
  

WELCA – FLC 

January 8th at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Lesson:  Jean Morgan 

Hostess:  Karen Claussen-Smith 

 

 

Support the Allen 

Backpack Program   

Save your HyVee receipts! 

Put in the jar at FLC 

 

Concordia Lutheran Church will be having 

their Ministry Celebration/Annual Meeting 

following a 9:00 a.m. Worship Service. 

Cross Wall at Concordia 

Lutheran Church 

                   
 

We have started our cross wall! 

Individuals, families, or groups (i.e. confirmation 

classes) now have an opportunity to donate a cross 

for our cross wall.  Please write on the back of your 

cross the following:  Donor’s name(s), date of 

donation, name of honoree (if applicable) and any 

background/history of the cross if known.  Submit 

crosses to either Trisha Reifenrath or Pastor Deb. 

 

 

FLC Ministry Celebration 

January 19th  

This annual meeting will follow Worship.  

Please plan to attend. 

 

                       January 27th  
 

      If you want something in the 

next newsletter please email it to     

        secretaryatcf@gmail.com by the deadline. 

If the school district is closed in the town of the 

congregation having weekday activities, church 

activities will also automatically be cancelled (even if 

it is sunny and clear at the time of the scheduled 

event). 

For late day weather impacts, weekend activities, and 

worship the Council Presidents and Pastor will decide 

whether to cancel and we will get the word out. Be 

safe out there this winter! 

       



Humor, Congratulations, & Thank You’s 
 

 
 

 

Contact Info 

Pastor Deb Valentine 

pastoratcandf@gmail.com 

(402) 300-0306 

 

Secretary: Bridgett Connell 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

(402) 841-3110 

  

First Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.firstlutheranallen.com 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church,  ELCA~Allen, NE 

  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.concordialutheranelca.com    

Facebook:  Concordia Lutheran Church, ELCA 

  

I am so grateful for the opportunity to serve these two churches!  You have 

welcomed me with open arms, and I feel so fortunate to be here.  I would 

especially like to thank the members of Concordia and First who remembered me 

with cards and gifts for Christmas.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity, have 

touched my heart.  Thanks too, to the confirmation students and parents.  I have 

been blessed by the many acts of kindness from the members of First and 

Concordia, and I continue to thank God for bringing me here.  May God bless 

each and every one of you during this New Year!  ~ With love, Pastor Deb 


