
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers, Intercession, & Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of heaven and earth.  From everlasting you are God, our dwelling place in all 

generations.  You are the source of holy wisdom, and the fountain of all truth.  We give thanks to you for the elders 

among us.  We are graced by their wisdom and seasoning.  We are touched by their knowledge and faith.  Bless them, 

O God, as they are a blessing to us.  Pour out your Spirit, that our elders may continue to dream dreams and testify to 

the Light of their salvation, Jesus Christ.  May we find inspiration in their years of faithfulness.  May we follow their 

example by serving you with steadfastness and singleness of heart; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

We Pray for… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you know of people who should be added to our prayers, 

please contact Pastor Chris Hjelmstad or Bridgett Connell 

First Members 

Darlene & Courtland Roberts 

Barb & Gerald Sands 

Tom & Vickie Sands 

Jerry & Donna Schroeder 

Forrest Smith 

Concordia Members 

Jeremy & Mandy Bruning; Harper, Presley 

Randall Carlson 

Darlene Cuba 

Gretchen Dietrich 

Fern Erickson 

Concordia Council Members 

President - Grant Settje 

Vice President - Hart Vollers 

Secretary - Dawn Addison-Corbit 

Financial Secretary - Lee Johnson 

Financial Liaison – Dustin Thompson 

Projects - Trisha Reifenrath 

 

 

First Council Members 

President – Richie Monteith 

Vice President – Paul Boyle 

Secretary – Vickie Sands 

Financial Secretary – Denise Hingst 

Treasurer- Chris Beach 

Events – Gloria Dowling 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 

Chris Wordekemper 

 

Those in Nursing Homes or Homebound 

Bonnie Kellogg (Homebound) 

Frieda Bowman (Hillcrest) 

Marlen & Suzie Johnson (Hillcrest) 

 



Concordia Council Meeting Highlights - June 
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

 



Concordia Council Meeting Highlights - July 
Reflecting God’s love in service to all through our family of faith! 

 

 

The Concordia Council met Monday July 1, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at Concordia Lutheran in Concord. Present were Pastor 

Chris, Hart Vollers, Lee Johnson, Dustin Thompson, Trisha Reifenrath and Dawn Addison-Corbit.  Absent was Grant 

Settje. 

An opening devotion was given by Hart.  Last month’s minutes and current financial reports were approved by 

consensus.  Warren was not available at tonight’s meeting to review his financial information. 

Old Business: includes continuing to look into TV projector information, splitting the $1000 grant from Immanuel 

Vision Foundation between the youth trip to Chicago and the Giving Tree at LCC school.  Mobile Grace is coming to 

Concord on Sunday, August 25th and joint worship will be at the park in Concord July 28th at 7 pm.  

New Business includes Michael Rewinkle looking into the church’s AC, options for a possible new internet provider, 

acolyte and communion steward training for youth and having a speaker from Team Mates visit our church. 

A motion was made to adjourn by consensus. 

Next council meeting will be August 5th at First Lutheran at 6:30 with joint council following at 7:00. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Addison-Corbit 

 

  



First Council Meeting Highlights - June 
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all! 

 

 

First Lutheran Council met on June 3, 2019.  Present were Pastor Chris Hjelmstad, Vickie Sands, Paul 

Boyle, Chris Beach, Denise Hingst, Gloria Dowling, and Bridgett Connell. 

 

Joint council business:  We discussed the youth fund raiser on Jun 29, 2019.  There will be a meal, 

followed by a street dance in First’s parking lot. 

 

Full financial reports were not available this month, but we did discuss the fact that our expenditures in 

May exceeded our deposits by approximately $1,000. 
 

Old business:  We discussed Sunday Fundays, and clarified ways people will be able to earn First 

Lutheran Bucks.  We also discussed the auction that will be held in September. 

New business: Council is applying for a $1,000 grant from Immanuel Vision.  This grant has specific 

guidelines for how it is to be used. Council voted to use it for the youth trip to Chicago in July.  We also 

talked about “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday on September 15.  Plans were made for a later service 

that day, followed by a potluck lunch and an auction. 

Upcoming Events: 

• Bake sale on June 8th 

• Bingo from 4:00-5:00 P.M. on June 9th 

• Sunday Funday gathering at 5:00 P.M. on June 23rd (activity to be announced) 

• Sunday Funday gathering at 5:00 P.M. on July 7th (activity to be announced) 

• Annual picnic on July 14th  at 5:00 P.M. at the Allen park.   

• First Farmer’s Market on July 27th 

• Joint service at the Concord Park at 7:00 P.M. on July 28th 

 

Closing prayer  

Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary  

 

Next council meeting is July 2, 2019 atConcordia  (First council-6:30; Joint council-7:00; 

Concordia council-7:30) 



First Council Meeting Highlights - July 
One unified body of Christ, called to be agents of love and service to all! 

 

 

First Lutheran Council met on July 1, 2019.  Present were Pastor Chris Hjelmstad, Vickie Sands, Richie 

Montieth, Chris Beach, Denise Hingst, and Gloria Dowling. 

 

JOINT COUNCIL 

 

Joint council devotions were shared. Pastor’s report was read and discussed. Table Grace Café will be 

coming on August 25, 2019.  There will be one service that day at 10:15 at Concordia, followed by lunch 

from 11:30-1:00. 

 

The two churches will have one yearbook and one directory. 

 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN COUNCIL 

 

Financial reports will be approved by email.  Secretary’s report read and approved. 
 

Old business:  We discussed possible tangible items that could be added to the auction on “God’s Work, 

Our Hands” Sunday, September 15. We also discussed the annual picnic on July 14. 

New business: The church needs furnace filters.  The first Farmer’s Market will be held on July 27 from 

8:00-11:00. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

• Annual picnic – July 14     

• 1st Farmer’s Market – July 27.  Additional Farmer’s Markets on August 3, 10, and 17. 

• Joint worship service at Concord Park at 7:00 P.M. – July 28th 

 

Closing prayer  

Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vickie Sands, Secretary  

 

Next council meeting is August 5, 2019 at First (Concordia council-6:30; Joint council-7:00; First 

council-7:30) 



From Pastor Chris’ Desk… 

 

 

Wow, the summer sure did fly!  Soon the kiddos will be headed back to school and life will get maybe a 

little bit more structured.  Some of us kind of like the predictability, for those of you who don’t—summer will 

be here again before you know it!   And… 

The life of the congregations will be in a bit of turmoil for a while.  In case you haven’t heard, I have 

accepted a call to Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Cañon City, Colorado.  Life might feel a little 

messy around Concordia and First, but you do have awesome lay leaders and the Holy Spirit is at work 

here!  And you don’t need to wait for a pastor to be the church.  Each and every one of you are the 

temple of the Holy Spirit and have wonderful gifts to share.  I have seen you do some amazing things in the 

short time we have been in ministry together and you will continue to do so as well as other amazing things 

not yet implemented or even imagined! 

Actually, the amazing things are really not things at all; they are the people doing them who are amazing!  

Here are just a few of the highlights of amazing people doing amazing things: 

• Catechism Class. You kids are awesome!! I love your faith and your questions and your exuberance 

at answering wrap up questions (and Chris and Pat)! 

• Camp Carol Joy Holling (see above) 

• Chicago! (You are still awesome AND adventurous even in high school!) 

• Mary, Martha, and Moscato (and Merlot 😊)—The conversations, faith, wisdom, and the friendship 

between the women of both congregations are inspiring  

• God’s work. Our hands—need I say more? 

• Mobile Grace Café—The first time was a little risky, but you were hospitable even if the weather was 

not.  I heard that the staff who came still talk about what a great experience it was for them to 

come here! 

• Reconciling in Christ at Concordia—You say all are welcome and you mean ALL are welcome.  The 

Synod (and I) am very proud of you for this ministry! 

• Sunday Funday at First—You saw a need in the community for starting the week with a little Christian 

fellowship after the weekend activities have wrapped up, and you did something.  I pray this 

ministry gets totally out of control, in a good way!! 

There are many others I could list.  You are a faithful people with kind and generous hearts!  I hope and 

pray that you take time during the transition to find more ways to work together as partner churches and 

to strengthen the bonds and unity you have in Christ, and perhaps as well as with other community 

congregations. I will treasure the time we had together, as will Eric and Bella.  The peace of the Lord be 

with you always!    Blessings!  Pastor Chris 

 

 

  



August Worship Helpers & Celebrations 

 
 First Helpers Concordia Helpers 

Ushers & Greeters Vickie Sands & Barb Sands Melvin Vanderheiden 

Acolytes 8/4 Skyler Hammerstrom 

8/11 Brogan Jones 

8/18 Cheyenne Keil 

8/25 Cole Monteith 

8/4 T’Kayeh Sterling 

8/11 Mitchell Fischer 

8/18 Josh Grone 

8/25 Delaney Johnson 

Lay Readers  Warren Hanson 

Communion Steward Vickie Sands Warren Hanson 

Altar Guild Jason & Katie Olesen Marilyn Harder  

Altar Flowers  Marilyn Harder 

Coffee after Service 8/4 None (Service at Fairgrounds) 

8/11 Bridgett Connell 

8/18 Richie & Tina Monteith 

8/25 Barb Sands 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

Concordia 
8/1 Lee Johnson 

8/9 Chloe Hauptmann 

8/14 Marlin & Suzie Johnson 

8/15 Jade Addison 

8/17 Mike Johnson 

8/21 Jeff & Trish Grone 

8/21 T’Kayeh Sterling 

8/23 Don Pearson 

8/24 Warren & Danita Hanson 

8/29 Marilyn Wallin 

8/31 Fern Erickson 

 

 

Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary 

First 
8/1 Briana Hingst 

8/4 Greg & Ann Carr 

8/8 Dale Strivens 

8/10 Jason & Katie Olesen 

8/12 Gabby Sullivan 

8/14 Vickie Sands 

8/16 Bridgett Connell 

8/20 Steve, JR & Stephanie 

Sullivan 

8/22 Jay Jones 

8/27 Sammy Sullivan 

8/28 Bea Osbahr 

8/20 Verlan Hingst 

8/31 Dwight Gotch 

 



Adopt-A-Soldier Ministry  
Concordia Lutheran Church will continue to support our 

soldiers with our Adopt-A-Soldier care packages. Boxes are 

located on the small table in the narthex. Please feel free to add 

any items you would like to share. Snacks, game items, nuts, 

are all terrific items. Our members have been so wonderful at 

filling up boxes with such creative and unique supplies, please 

continue to be creative!! These care packages are a terrific 

reminder to our soldiers that we are thinking about them while 

they are away from their family and friends. Let’s continue to 

shower them with cards, care packages and PRAYERS!! 

During the year we will still be shipping out a care package 

once a month.  

 

Sgt. Chris Wordekamper 

CMR 388 

Box 2077 

APO, AP 96208 

  

 

Ministry Opportunities 

 
   

 

 

   

Upcoming Events 

FLC Farmer’s Market 
August 3, 10, & 17  

at 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

CLC & FLC Council Meeting 
August 5th at FLC 

6:30 p.m.  Joint 

Worship Planning Meeting 
August 6th at 6:00 p.m. at CLC 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
August 11th at CLC and FLC 

Pastor Chris’s Last Day 
August 18th  

Mobile Grace 
August 25th at Concord Park 

10:15 a.m. Worship 

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Food Truck 

Yoga 101 
August 29th 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  

at FLC.  

 
FLC Farmer’s Market 

August 3, 10, & 17 

8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Countryside Gas Station 

 

Who wants to earn 

First Lutheran Bucks ? 

 

Watch your bulletin to learn all the details. 

 

There will be an awesome event to  

spend your bucks! 

In addition to quilts for Lutheran 

World Relief, WELCA at FLC 

will be creating personal care 

kits.  Items still needed to complete 

the kits are as follows: lightweight 

bath towels (20x40 to 52x27) in 

dark colors, sturdy combs, and 

metal nail clippers.  A box will be 

provided at the back of the church 

for these items. 

 

Yoga 101 
August 29th from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

in the First Lutheran Church basement. 

This is a general introduction to Kaylie's classes. It includes 

yoga class etiquette and a review of basic poses and series.  

This class consists of lecture and a short class session. 

Please wear clothes fit for exercise and bring a yoga mat, a 

bottle of water, and a towel. A few extra mats are available. 

 

**Pre-registration is required with a $15 payment at the 

door, class size is limited** 

Contact Kaylie Hingst at 402.360.2627 

 



Ministry Opportunities 
    

Allen Community VBS 

A HUGE thank you to all who helped with VBS.   
We had a great week filled with lots of fun adventures! 

       

                                                           

 
A BIG thank you to everyone who helped with  

the ice cream social and donated food! 

          

Thank you to everyone who attended!  

 It was a success! 



Humor & Thank Yous 
  

   

             
 

 

 

Contact Info 

Pastor Chris Hjelmstad 

pastorchrishj@gmail.com 

(402) 369-4779 

 

Secretary: Bridgett Connell 

secretaryatcf@gmail.com 

(402) 841-3110 

  

First Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.firstlutheranallen.com 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church,  ELCA~Allen, NE 

  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

Website:  www.concordialutheranelca.com    

Facebook:  Concordia Lutheran Church, ELCA 

  


